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METHODS FOR PRIORITISATION OF SUSTAINABLE 
DEVELOPMENT GOALS (SDGs) - AN OVERVIEW 

 

Student: Aleksandra Radić 

Mentor: dr Danijela Voza 

University of Belgrade, Technical Faculty in Bor, Bor, Serbia 

Abstract  

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) represent a contemporary approach for realizing the vision of 
sustainable development. This is a series of 17 targets more closely defined through 169 targets and a 
large number of indicators. These goals aim to achieve sustainability in the field of at least three 
components, known as three pillars, precisely ecological, economic and social components. 
 
According to the United Nations, the SDGs are indivisible and do not imply prioritisation that would 
take greater importance of one goal over another. And yet, the question arises whether the SDGs will 
be globally achieved by 2030 according to the previously defined target values. The COVID-19 
pandemic, instability caused by war conflicts, as well as the consequences of these unpleasant events, 
such as damage to the world economy and trade, contributed to this. SDGs prioritisation is needed after 
all of these happenings.   
 
The aim of this paper is to present an overview of the techniques used to prioritize SDG targets at global, 
national or corporate level. After the introductory considerations, a literature review follows in which 
is explained from which the need for prioritizing the goals of sustainable development arises. The third 
part refers to the overview of the previous results of the application of SDGs prioritisation methods and 
techniques. For these purposes, the analysis of the content of scientific works and partly bibliometric 
analysis were used. The papers were selected from the Scopus, Science Direct and Google Scholar 
databases based on the keyword SDGs prioritisation. After collecting the relevant literature, the papers 
were analyzed in terms of context (corporate, national, regional or global), the methodology used and 
the type of methodology (namely, whether the methodology used was in the field of well-known 
existing methodology or was it a methodology developed by the authors). In the discussion part, basic 
observations, limiting factors of previous research as well as proposals for overcoming them through 
future research are presented. Finally, concluding remarks were made. 

Keywords: Sustainable Development Goals, Prioritisation, Overview 
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